Old Testament Walk Through Survey
God’s purposes are being fulfilled, even when we are not aware of it and when every appearance points to the contrary
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23. Judah (Jesus line)
Genesis 35:22-27 

Fourth son of Jacob and father of the tribe of Judah, one of the twelve tribes of Israel. His name comes from the Hebrew word of gratitude. Leah gave birth to Judah and said "Now I will praise God" (Ge 30:35) It was his idea to sell his brother Joseph to a Midianite slave trader rather than leave him to die in the pit (Ge 37:27). He later became the spokesman for his father Jacob and his brothers when they traveled to Egypt during the famine in Canaan. He marries Shua, a Canaanite woman, and has three sons: Er, Onan, and Shelah. Judah is also involved with Tamar and has twin sons with her named Perez and Zerach. 
· The tribe of Judah inhabited Jerusalem during the reign of its kings David and Solomon and was later the kingdom of all of the southern tribes of Israel. 

Judah’s Family (38:1-11)
 
Jesus’ Family (38:27-30)

Reuben (49:3-4)
· Reuben, by virtue of his position as the first-born of Jacob, should have had pre-eminence over his brothers and the double portion of the inheritance (which was given to Joseph (48:5, 6, 22; I Chronicles 5:1-2). But these were taken from Reuben because of his instability:

Simeon and Levi (49:5-7)
· Like Reuben, Simeon and Levi had demonstrated character that was not befitting to godliness:

Judah (49:8-12)
· After learning of Judah’s folly in Genesis 38 we would not expect him to prosper spiritually, but Jacob’s words speak of a bright future for his descendants:

24. Joseph - Egypt Genesis 37, 39-50 
The story of Joseph illustrates the fact that God often works in His people's lives in a reverse sort of way. "Bad news, Joseph is sold as a slave. Good news, he's sold to Potiphar and rises to a position of trust. Bad news, Joseph is falsely accused and thrown into prison. Good news, it's the king's prison and he meets powerful people there. These and other experiences of Joseph seem to have a pattern—a bad thing happens which God uses for good.

Coping with Unexpected Change
· Genesis 37:12-30

Unfair Dismissal
· Genesis 39:7-20

Faith and Witness in the Face of Injustice
· Genesis 39:20-40:23

A Quantum Leap in Status
· Genesis 41:14-49

Sowing for the Future
· Genesis 47:13-26

The Death and Burial of Joseph 
· Genesis 50:22-26

25. Jews - Egypt 

· Pharaoh Is Please And Invite Joseph Family to Live In Egypt (Genesis 45:16-20)
· Joseph’s Journey Instructions (Genesis 45:21-24)
· Jacob/Israel is Comforted by God (Genesis 46:1-5)
· Joseph Meets his Father (Israel/Jacob) (Genesis 46:28-34)
· The End of An Era (Genesis 49:29 – 50:26)
· Jacob Chooses His Cemetery Site (49:29-33)
· The Grief of Joseph and the Egyptians (50:1-3)
· The Burial of Jacob (50:4-14)
· Not Grief, But Guilt (50:15-21)

Repentance
Judah’s Appeal (44:18-34)

Repentance is the recognition of our sins which results in the kind of sorrow that brings about a change in our intellect, emotions, and will. In other words, repentance recognizes sin and is genuinely sorry for it, so much so that this sin will be shunned and a new course of action will be sought.
· An intellectual element. There is a change of view, recognition of sin as involving personal guilt, defilement, and helplessness. It is designated in Scripture as (knowledge of sin), Ro 3:20
· An emotional element. There is a change of feeling, manifesting itself in sorrow for sin committed against a holy and just God, Ps 51:2; 10, 14.
· A will (volitional) element. There is also a volitional element, consisting in a change of purpose, an inward turning away from sin and a disposition to seek pardon and cleansing, Ps 51:5, 7, 10; Jer 25:5. 

The principle which underlies the protracted dealings of Joseph in the lives of his brothers is this: there can be no reconciliation without genuine repentance. That is what caused Joseph to delay so long in revealing his identity to his brothers. If there were to be true unity in his family, there must first be true reconciliation. And that reconciliation would not come before his brothers experienced and evidenced biblical repentance.

· Illustrations of repentance in the New Testament. 
· The prodigal son sinned by demanding his inheritance and squandering it on loose living. He eventually came to suffer the consequences of his sin, feeding swine in a far country and having no food but that which he fed the hogs. His regrets eventually turned to repentance. He realized the foolishness of his sins and yearned for fellowship with his father, even as a hired servant. He came to his senses and returned home to his father, not seeking justice, but mercy, and his father warmly received him (Luke 15:10). That was biblical repentance. Genuine sorrow for sin brought about a change in this son’s thinking and actions. He forsook his sins (Luke 15:18) and returned to his father, who gladly received him back.
· The rich young ruler, on the contrary, came to Jesus in order to gain salvation without changing his values, priorities, or lifestyle. He went away sorry, but not repentant or saved, for he could not part with his old way of life (Matthew 19:16-22). Zaccheus, on the other hand, evidenced genuine repentance and conversion when he sought to make right the sins of his past (Luke 19:1-10).

Forgiveness
A Speech to the Speechless (45:1-20)
Forgiveness is a conscious decision on the part of the offended party to release the offender from the penalty and guilt of the offense committed. This release not only frees the offender from guilt and punishment, but it also frees the forgiver of anger and bitterness.
· Forgiveness is not leniency or overlooking sin. Only once in the New Testament do we find reference to sin being “passed over.”
· Romans 3:23 – 25

Principles of Forgiveness (Genesis 45)
(1) Biblical forgiveness should be granted quickly. Joseph had forgiven these men in his heart. 
 (2) Biblical forgiveness should be granted privately. It made matters much easier for Pharaoh and the Egyptians to be ignorant of all the injustices these brothers had committed against Joseph. 
(3) Biblical forgiveness must be given freely and unconditionally. Forgiveness is free in that the forgiver willingly accepts the loss or pain personally. In brief, forgiveness is a matter of grace, not works, and grace does not make demands upon the one who receives it. 
(4) Forgiveness that is biblical must be granted sacrificially. The price of Joseph’s forgiveness was more than twenty years of separation from his father, slavery, and even a sentence in prison. Not a small price to pay, but then forgiveness does not come without sacrifice. 
(5) Biblical forgiveness is not provisional, but permanent. Just as conditions cannot be demanded before forgiveness is granted, neither can they be laid down for forgiveness to remain in force. Seventeen years after Joseph assured his brothers they were forgiven, they feared that this grace had terminated at the death of their father (50:15-21). While we will hardly “forget” the transgressions of others against us, we can certainly refuse to call them to remembrance or to dredge them up in the future.
 (6) Biblical forgiveness seeks the correction and restoration of the offender. I fear that what has been said might lead to the conclusion that once forgiveness is granted, all need for correction is gone. 

The Basis of Forgiveness
 (1) Seriously consider the Scriptures which command us to forgive (Ephesians 4:25-32; Colossians 3:12-17). Recognize that forgiveness is not an option, but a command.
(2) Consider your own sinfulness and the forgiveness which God has freely given you. (Luke 7:40-48)
 (3) Meditate upon the sovereignty of God in the offense committed against you. Can you say, like Joseph, “And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good …” (Ge 50:20)? The doctrine of the sovereignty of God means that whatever evil is committed against us has been designed by God to come into our lives for a purpose that is good (Ro 8:28). 
 (4) Meditate on the characteristics of biblical love. It is not an emotional feeling, but a decision of the will. Its earmarks are described by Paul for us to contemplate: (I Corinthians 13:4 – 7)

26. 400 Years - Bondage Exodus 1
Things in Egypt have gone “from bad to worse” so far as the Israelites are concerned. A sojourn which began with a royal welcome by decree became slavery and then deteriorated to a plot to kill the Hebrew boy babies and to enslave the girl children. It would seem that things could hardly get worse. One might wonder if God was aware of what was taking place, and, if so, why He was not more involved.

Linking the Past and the Present (1:1-7)
· Verses 1-7 serve to link the events of the Book of Genesis and those recorded in the Book of Exodus. 
· Verses 1-6 sum up the history of Israel as a clan, as described more thoroughly in Genesis, chapters 12-50. These six verses remind us that all that is going to take place in this book is directly related to what has gone before as described in Genesis.
·  The curse of God in Genesis 3 included hard toil, which is surely the lot of Israel in Egypt. 
· The salvation of mankind, as promised also in Genesis 3, was through the birth of a child. 
· The existence and rapid growth of Israel as a nation to the covenant which God made with Abraham (Ge 12:1-3; 15:12)
· Verse 7 fills in a nearly 400-year gap covering the period from the death of Joseph to the time of the Exodus. If it were not for this verse and the remainder of chapter one, we would know little of this period of time. 

The things God was doing during this period of persecution is the focus of  Verses 8-22 
· These verses give us a great deal of insight into those periods of time when God appears to be silent, when He is at work providentially, bringing His purposes to pass, or preparing history for another of His dramatic interventions into the affairs of men.
· A New King and a New Policy (1:8-14)
· Pharaoh and the Midwives (1:15-21)
· A Final Futile Effort (1:22)

God was achieving His purposes and promises largely unnoticed by any of the actors in this divine drama. The affliction and bondage of which God had foretold Abraham (Ge 15:12-16) is fulfilled in this first chapter of Exodus. Through the bondage and adversity of those 430 years (Ex 12:40) a number of purposes were being providentially fulfilled. 

(1) Israel was spared from absorption by the Canaanites through intermarriage by being sent to Egypt, where that nation’s prejudice precluded the kind of intermingling which was common in Canaan (Ge 38).
 (2) The light of God’s salvation was taken to the Egyptians by the Israelites. The multitude of those who left Egypt included some who were Egyptians.
(3) Israel was enabled to grow from a handful of people (70 men) to a great multitude. Can you imagine a clan of 70 men attempting to possess Canaan?

27. Moses Exodus 2 
	
28. "Let My People Go" Exodus 5-10 
			
29. "No" Exodus 5-11
						
30. 10 Plagues Exodus 7-12
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