


Introduction
Old Testament Bible Study

The Old Testament is a redemptive history that lays the foundation upon which the New Testament is build.  
It deals primarily with the relationship between God and the nation of Israel. The Old Testament is divided into four sections: 
1. The Pentateuch (Genesis through Deuteronomy) deals with the creation of Israel and God establishing a covenant relationship with Israel.
2. The historical books (Joshua through Esther) record Israel's history, its victories and successes along with its defeats and failures.
3. The poetic books (Job through Song of Solomon) give us a more intimate look at God's relationship with Israel and His passion for Israel to worship and obey Him.
4. The prophetic books (the Major Prophets: Isaiah through Daniel/the Minor Prophets: Hosea through Malachi) are God's call to Israel to repent from its idolatry and unfaithfulness and to return to a relationship of obedience and spiritual fidelity.
	Old Testament 
(four-fold division)

	Law—the Foundation for Christ
History—Preparation for Christ
Poetry—Aspiration for Christ
Prophecy—Expectation of Christ

	Preparation 
& 
Foundation
	The Old Testament in its four-fold division lays the foundation for the coming of the Messiah Savior anticipating Him as Prophet, Priest, and King and as the suffering Savior who must die for man’s sin before He reigns. 



The word "old" tends to give the idea of "outdated" or "not-relevant." The Bible is a progressive revelation. If you skip the first half of any good book and try to finish it; you will have a hard time understanding the characters, the plot, and the ending. In the same way, the New Testament is only completely understood when it is seen as being built upon the foundation of the events, characters, laws, sacrificial system, covenants, and promises of the Old Testament (OT). If we only had the New Testament (NT), we would come to the gospels and not know why the Jews were looking for a Messiah (a Savior King). Without the OT, we would not understand why this Messiah was coming (see Isaiah 53); we would not have been able to identify Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah through the many detailed prophecies that were given concerning Him (His birth place (Micah 5:2); His manner of death (Psalm 22, especially vv. 1,7-8, 14-18; Psalm 69:21, etc.), His resurrection (Psalm 16:10), and many more details of His ministry (Isaiah 52:13; 9:2, etc.).
· Without the OT:
· We would not understand the Jewish customs that are mentioned in the NT. 
· We would not understand the Pharisees added traditions made to God's law. 
· we would miss out on numerous detailed prophecies that could only have come true if the Bible is God's word, not man's
· We would not understand the promises God will yet fulfill.


The Old Testament Books
The Law:  The First Five Books	
GENESIS (The Book of Beginnings)
EXODUS (The Book of Redemption)
LEVITICUS (The Book of Holiness)
NUMBERS (Wilderness Wanderings)
    DEUTERONOMY (Reiteration and Reviewing)
The Historical Books
JOSHUA (Possession and Conquest)
JUDGES (Seven Cycles of Apostasy, Judgment, and Deliverance)
RUTH (An Addendum to Judges)
FIRST SAMUEL (Transition From Judges to Kingship)
SECOND SAMUEL (David’s Reign; Expansion of the Nation)
FIRST KINGS (David’s Death; Disruption of the Kingdom)
SECOND KINGS (Dispersion—Willful Sin Has a Woeful End)
FIRST CHRONICLES (Preparation of the Temple)
SECOND CHRONICLES (Destruction of the Temple)
EZRA (Reconstruction of the Temple and Restoration of the People)
NEHEMIAH (Reconstruction of the City)
ESTHER (Protection of God’s People)
The Poetical Books
JOB (Blessing Through Suffering)
PSALMS (Praise Through Prayer)
PROVERBS (Wisdom Through Precept)
ECCLESIASTES (A Search For Purpose)
SONG OF SOLOMON (A Royal Wedding)
The Major Prophets
ISAIAH (The Salvation of Yahweh)
JEREMIAH (Warnings Against Sin and Judgment)
LAMENTATIONS (A River of Tears)
EZEKIEL (They Shall Know That I Am Yahweh)
DANIEL (Israel’s Ultimate Destiny)
The Minor Prophets
HOSEA (Persevering Love)
JOEL (The Coming of the Day of Yahweh)
AMOS (Judgment for Abused Privilege)
OBADIAH (Poetic Justice)
JONAH (Fleeing From God’s Will)
MICAH (Who Is Like God?)
NAHUM (The Doom of Nineveh)
HABAKKUK (Solution to Perplexity)
ZEPHANIAH (Blessing Through Judgment)
HAGGAI (Encouragement)
ZECHARIAH (the Jealousy of Yahweh)
MALACHI (Repent and Return)

Major Events

1 Creation Genesis 1-2 					48 Joshua Joshua 1
2 Fall Genesis 3 						49 Jordan Joshua 3
3 Flood Genesis 6-9 						50 Jericho Joshua 6
4 Babble Genesis 10-11					51 Divide-Conquer Joshua 6-11
5 Nations 							52 South (7 years) - North Joshua 10-11
6 4000 years (ago)						53 Divide-Settle Joshua 12-24
7 Ur Genesis 11						54 12 Tribes Joshua 13-21
8 Persian Gulf 						55 Judges - 400 years Judges 1-21
9 "SALT" Genesis 11-25 					56 Deborah Judges 4-5
10 Sarah Genesis 16-18,21,23				57 Gideon Judges 6-8
11 Abraham Genesis 12-25 					58 Samson Judges 13-16
12 Lot Genesis 12-14,19 					59 "Everyone did what was right Judges 21:25
13 Terah Genesis 11 						60 in his own eyes" except
14 Tigris - Euphrates 						61 Ruth, and Ruth 1-4
15 Haran - Terah Dies Genesis 11				62 Samuel 1 Samuel 1-25
16 Sea of Galilee 						63 United Kingdom
17 Jordan River						64 120 Years 1 Samuel 9-1 Kings 11
18 Dead Sea 							65 King Saul 1 Samuel 9-2 Samuel 1
19 Mediterranean Sea 					66 "No Heart for God"
20 Israel Genesis 12 						67 King David 2 Samuel 2-1 Kings 2
21 Ishmael - Isaac Genesis 12-17,21-22,24-28		68 "Whole Heart for God"
22 Esau - Jacob Genesis 25,27-35,37,42,45-49		69 King Solomon 1 Kings 1-11
23 Judah (Jesus line) 						70 "Half Heart for God"
24 Joseph - Egypt Genesis 37,39-50 				71 Divided Kingdom 1 Kings 12-2 Kings 25
25 Jews - Egypt 						72 400 Years
26 400 Years - Bondage Exodus 1				73 North-South 1 Kings 12
27 Moses Exodus 2 						74 Israel-Judah 1 Kings 12
28 "Let My People Go" Exodus 5-10 			75 19-20 (Kings: Israel-Judah)1 Kgs12-2 Kgs 25
29 "No" Exodus 5-11						76 0-8 (Good Kgs:Israel-Judah)1Kgs12-2Kgs 23
30 10 Plagues Exodus 7-12					77 Prophets Speak: Isaiah, Jeremiah,
31 Passover Exodus 12					78 "Shape Up or Ship Out" Hosea-Zephaniah
32 Red Sea Exodus 14						79 Assyria-Israel-Scatter 2 Kings 17-18
33 Mount Sinai Exodus 19 - Numbers 10			80 Babylonia-Judah-Exile 2 Kings 25
34 Law Exodus 20 						81 70 Years 2 Chronicles 36
35 Ark of the Covenant					82 Persia-Judah-Return 2 Chronicles 36, Ezra 1
36 Tabernacle Exodus 25-40 					83 3 Waves81 70 Years 2 Chronicles 36
37 Levites and Priests Exodus 28-30, 39 			84 Wave 1: Ezra 1-6
38 Offerings and Feasts Leviticus 				85 Zerubbabel-Temple
39 Counting the Faces Numbers 4,26				 86 Esther-Queen Esther 1-9
40 Kadesh-Oasis Numbers 13 				87 Wave 2: Ezra 7-10
41 12 Spies Numbers 13 					88 Ezra-People
42 2 good - Joshua, Caleb 					89 Wave 3: Nehemiah 1-6
43 Wanders - 40 years - Dies Numbers 14-33		90 Nehemiah-Walls
44 Moab Numbers 22-Deuteronomy 34			91 400 Years-Silence Maccabees
45 Moses Deuteronomy 1 					92 Christ Matthew-John
46 Second Law (Deuteronomy) Deuteronomy 1-30
47 Dies Deuteronomy 34


Lesson #1: 
God’s Creation Marred by Sin
Genesis 3:1-13 (KJV), “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 
2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 
10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 
11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 
I. Temptation: Genesis 3:1-5
II. Sin: Genesis 6
III. Consequences: Genesis 3:7 – 13
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