What type of Person are you In God’s Army?
Judges 7:1 – 8
Gideon’s Army of Thirty Two Thousand is reduce to Three Hundred

The following is part of my opening comments during the 25 Sept 2008 Church Meeting…
· Are you praying about issues of the church?
· Or are you just talking and complaining about them!
· Are you praying about the members, including the pastor? 

· Or are you just talking and complaining about them?
· Do you believe that prayer changes things?
· Or that murmuring and complaining changes things?
· Are you one that is miserable? 

· And out to make everyone else miserable! 

· Are you willing to help tie up the lose ends?
· Or just set back and hope someone else does it!
· Do you see the church as a social and political arena? 

· Or life impacting institution, that has the ability to give life in the least of individuals!
· Do you have a faith that works! 

· Or any faith at all!
*Remember:  A Christian Man or Woman meaning well, can only first begin, by taking it to the Lord. 

Getting you act together!!!

· A ministry leader once said to a group in the ministry he leads, “You all need to get your act together.” One of the individuals replied back, “You don’t always have your act together.” The interesting thing is what followed next. Both caught the humor and accepted the reality of the comments that were exchanged.  

Gideon’s Army of Thirty-Two Thousand is reduce to Three Hundred

The Purpose (v2): To prevent boasting, to teach that God alone can give His people victory and conquer the enemy of His people
King Uzziah 

· 2 Chronicles 26:15-16 (KJV), “And he made in Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning men, to be on the towers and upon the bulwarks, to shoot arrows and great stones withal. And his name spread far abroad; for he was marvellously helped, till he was strong. 16 But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction: for he transgressed against the LORD his God, and went into the temple of the LORD to burn incense upon the altar of incense.”

The Apostle Paul: People who live by faith know their own weakness more and more as they depend on God's strength.

· 2 Corinthians 12:10, “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”

(1) The first group of soldiers released and sent home (v3): 
· To discharge any who was fearful (32000 to 10000).
· Moses’ Law:
· Deuteronomy 20:8 (KJV), “And the officers shall speak further unto the people, and they shall say, What man is there that is fearful and fainthearted? let him go and return unto his house, lest his brethren's heart faint as well as his heart. 

· The problem today: fearful and trembling man insists upon remaining in the army

Pride after the battle robs God of glory, and fear during the battle robs God's soldiers of courage and power. Fear has a way of spreading, and one timid soldier can do more damage than a whole company of enemy soldiers. Fear and faith can't live together very long in the same heart. Either fear will conquer faith and we'll quit, or faith will conquer fear and we'll triumph. 
 (2) The second group of soldiers released and sent home (v4 - 6): 
· Soldiers reduction: 10000 to 300
· Go gather at the creek and refresh themselves
· Separate those who cupped the water with their hands and lapped the water like a dog from those who kneeled and drank the water with their mouths in the stream (v5)

· 300 drank by cupping the water with their hands and lapping it like a dog (v6)
What significance was there in the two different ways the men drank from the river? Since the Scriptures don't tell us, we'd be wise not to read into the text some weighty spiritual lesson that God never put there.

· Most expositors say the men who bowed down to drink were making themselves vulnerable to the enemy, while the 300 who lapped water from their hands stayed alert. 
We never know when God is testing us in some ordinary experience of life
· Hebrews 13:1-2 (KJV), “Let brotherly love continue. 2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.”

3. The third group of soldiers selected to remain and fight (v7 & 8): 300 soldiers to fight 135,000 Midianites
The lord’s Promise and Assurance: He would save His people with 300 soldiers
· 1 Samuel 14:6 (KJV), “And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us: for there is no restraint to the LORD to save by many or by few.” 

· Deuteronomy 32:30 (KJV), “How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up?”
· Zechariah 4:6 (KJV), “Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.”
· Psalm 20:7 (KJV), “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God.”
We rarely think that bigness can be a hindrance to the work of God
We might say that God eliminated the fearful and those who thought first only of convenience, the easy way. But, how many Christians are so fearful of the enemy that they are of no real use in this warfare, and how many of the remainder are so self-centered, rather than God centered, that they find little place for effective ministry.
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