Old Testament Bible Study
Genesis 9, 10, & 11

Genesis: The first eleven chapters of this book, four great events are recorded: the creation of the universe, the fall of man, the Flood, and the attempted construction of the Tower of Babel. These chapters reveal that where mankind disobeys God, the Lord judged sin, and then in His grace makes a new beginning.
· Adam and Eve sinned, but God clothed them and promised to send the world a Redeemer. 
· Cain killed Abel, but God sent Seth to carry on the godly line. 
· The Sethites intermarried with the godless Cainites, and God had to wipe the earth clean with a flood; but Noah and his family believed God's Word and were spared. After the Flood, the descendants of Noah's three sons repopulated the earth. 
· But the new beginning with Noah eventually led to one of the most arrogant revolts against God recorded anywhere in Scripture.
In chapter 12, God singles out one man through whom He will bless all nations. The remainder of Genesis traces the story of Abraham and his descendants: Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.

1. Genesis 9 (Noah and the New Beginning)
· God Established a New World Order for Man, 9:1-7
· God Established a New Covenant with Man—The Noahic Covenant, 9:8-17
The new world order established the blessing of God upon man and the mission of man. Noah and his small family, only eight persons, were the only people left upon earth. They stood as the representatives of the whole human race. Noah was the head of the human race just as Adam had been the head at creation. Whatever God established with Noah applied to the whole human race. The first thing God did:
· Genesis 9:1 (KJV), “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.”
· Titus 3:5-7; Col. 1:10; Luke 12:42-44 

The Future of the Human Race Foretold, 9:18-29
This event of Scripture took place years after The Great Flood, probably several decades later. We know this because Canaan, the son of Ham, had already been born. When Noah and his three sons disembarked from the ark, the sons had no children. Canaan was the fourth son of Ham (Genesis 10:6), and he is already old enough to have apparently chosen to live an ungodly life. He was probably an adult, for it is unlikely a child would be cursed for irresponsible behavior (a child is usually corrected and taught, not cursed) (Genesis 9:25). This points to this prophecy of the human race taking place during the later years of Noah's life. He had produced the branches that were to bring forth all the races of the earth. 
· Genesis 9:18-29
 
2. Genesis 10:1 - 11:9 ("Noah's Sons: The Three Branches Chosen to Repopulate and To Scatter Over the Earth,")
This begins a new section of Genesis. It shows how the human race repopulated and scattered over the face of the earth. After the Great Flood, Noah’s sons stood at the head of the three branches that were to repopulate the earth.

2a. Genesis 10 (The Growth of the Human Race and the Birth of Nations)
This chapter is known as "The Table of Nations" and is unique in the records of ancient history. It is the historical record of the human race; it tells us where the nations and people of the earth originated. It gives us the roots of the human race, the birth of the nations of the earth. The purpose of the chapter is given at the beginning (v. 1) and the end (v. 32): to explain how the earth was repopulated after the Flood by the descendants of the three sons of Noah. 
· This table of nations gives a survey of the descendants of Noah’s three sons. God had told them to “fill the earth” (9:1). But later their descendants’ moving out and filling the earth (11:1-9) was divine judgment on a rebellious people.
· This table appears to represent the known tribes of the earth. Seventy descendants of Noah’s sons are listed, including 14 from Japheth, 30 from Ham, and 26 from Shem. And these are cleverly arranged into patterns.

1. This is a genealogy plus an atlas plus a history chapter.
2. The listing isn't complete: There are seventy nations in the list, there were seventy persons in Jacob's family when they went to Egypt (Gen. 46:27; Ex. 1:5), and our Lord sent seventy disciples out to preach the Word (Luke 10:1).
3. It is difficult to identify some of these nations and give them "modern" names. Over the centuries, nations can change their names, move to different locations, modify their language, and even alter their racial composition through intermarriage.

The human race stands together as brothers and sisters, bound together by a common ancestor. We are to love one another; we are to live together in brotherly love.
· Matthew 22:39; John 15:12; Romans 12:9; 1 Peter 1:22

2b. Genesis 11 (The Scattering of the Human Race Over the Earth: The People's Tragic Mistake and Sin)
· The Secular City and False Worship (The Tower of Babel 11:1-9.
· The Preservation of the Promised Seed, 11:10-26
· The Beginning of a Great Life (Abram), 11:27-32

Genesis 11:27-32

Some Significance Thoughts
Jehovah God is the Lord of the nations 
· Deut. 32:8; Acts 17:26

All nations belong to the same human family
· God made us all "of one blood." No race or people can claim to be superior to any other race or people. 
· Acts 17:26; Prov. 22:2

God has a purpose for the nations to fulfill 
· The account in Genesis 9:24-11:32 makes it clear that God's chosen nation was Israel. But God also used Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Media-Persia, and Rome to accomplish His purposes. God can use pagan rulers like Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Darius, and even Augustus Caesar.

God is concerned for all the nations 
· Frequently in the Book of Psalms you find the phrase "all ye lands" or "all nations." Psalms 66:1-8 and 67 both express this universal vision that all the nations of the earth come to know God and serve Him. The church's commission to go into all the world; it's written into the Old Testament story.

What’s written in Genesis 9-10 must have been an encouragement to the people of Israel when they conquered Canaan. 
· They knew that they were the chosen people of God and that the Canaanites would be their servants.
· They also knew that their God was the Lord of the nations and could dispose of them as He pleased.
· The conquest of Canaan was a victory of faith in God's promises, which explains why God admonished Joshua to meditate on the Word of God (Josh. 1:8).

Noah's three sons left a mixed legacy to the world, but the Lord of the nations was still in charge, and history is still His story. 
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