The Supreme Journey of Life: “Sacrificial Faith”
The Importance of Doing Things Right and Wholeheartedly
Genesis 22:1-8

The word sacrifice implies giving something that costs the giver in terms of self, time, or money. To give sacrificially requires more than a token effort or gift. God wants us to give voluntarily, but he wants it to mean something. Giving to God what has not costs you anything does not demonstrate commitment. When David wanted to buy Araunah's land to build an altar, Araunah generously offered it as a gift. But David refused
· 1 Chronicles 21:24 (KJV), “And king David said to Ornan, Nay; but I will verily buy it for the full price: for I will not take that which is thine for the LORD, nor offer burnt offerings without cost.”

Genesis 22:1-8 
1. God highest demand (v.1 & 2)
· Romans 12:1-2 (KJV), “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
2. The Journey of obedience (v. 3 & 4)
3. Trusting God’s Power (v. 5 & 8)
4. Following through (v. 9 & 10)
5. Experiencing God Acceptance (v. 11 – 14)
6. Renewing God’s promise (v. 15 – 18)
7. Good news (v. 19 – 24)

· Hebrews 11:17-19
 
· 1 Chronicles 13:1-14
The Immediate Concern of David to Move the Ark to Jerusalem and to Establish the Kingdom of Israel 
· David made a decision to move the Ark to Jerusalem. But in moving the Ark by cart, David violated God’s law (v.7). The Ark was not to be moved by cart, but by hand. Specific instructions had been given earlier by God, dictating that the Ark was always to be carried on the shoulders of the priests and never to be moved by cart or any other vehicle (Ex 25:14-15; Nu 3:30 & 3; 4:15; & 7:9).  David also committed a second violation in moving the Ark: he failed to respect God’s holiness (v. 8-10). As the Ark was being removed from the home of Abinadab, traveling along the route to Jerusalem, David and the Israelites celebrated. While transporting the Ark, the oxen stumbled. Instinctively, Uzzah reached out to stabilize the Ark before it fell to the ground. But in touching the Ark, he committed a most serious offense. The LORD had stipulated that not even the Levites could touch the holy furnishings of the Tabernacle, only the priest. To touch the holy furnishings was to violate the sanctity of God Himself. If any person ever touched one of the holy furnishings, he would be stricken dead. This was exactly what happened to Uzzah: he was stricken dead by the glory of God’s blazing holiness, stricken as soon as he touched the Ark (Nu 4:15).

· 1 Chronicles 15:1-10
The Successful Attempt to Move the Ark to Jerusalem 
· David did things right, exactly as the LORD had instructed. He made very careful preparations before he approached the Ark to move it. As a result of his following the precise instructions of the LORD, he was finally successful in bringing the Ark to Jerusalem. 

Isaac was given to in Abraham his old age. He had been hoping for the promised son for decades. Abraham was told to take the most precious thing in his life and give him as an offering, as a sacrifice to God. God stressed Abraham's love for his son: take your son, whom you love, and offer him as a sacrifice. Why would God demand such a thing from Abraham? God was putting Abraham to the supreme test of life, the absolute sacrifice and the surrender of himself to God. It was Abraham's heart, his willingness, his spiritual surrender that God was after, not Isaac's life. 
(Scriptures forbids human sacrifice: Leviticus 20:1 – 5 & 18:21; Deut 12:31 & 18:10)

· Remember, this was not the only major test or crisis Abraham had to face 
1. The 'family test,' when he had to leave his loved ones and step out by faith to go to a new land
(Genesis 11:27 – 12:5)
2. The 'famine test,' which Abraham failed because he doubted God and went down to Egypt for help (Genesis 12:10 – 13:4)
3. The 'fellowship test' when he gave Lot first choice in using the pastureland (Genesis 13:5 – 18)
4. The 'fight test' when he defeated the kings (Genesis 14:1 – 16)
5. The ' riches test' when he said no to Sodom's wealth (Genesis 14:17 – 24)
6. The 'fatherhood test' when Sarah got impatient with God and suggested that Abraham have a child by Hagar (Genesis 16) 
7. The 'farewell test' even though it broke his heart (Genesis 21:14 – 21)
8. The "supreme test” to give up Isaac. 

Thought #1.  All believers need to have a testimony of what absolute surrender to God means, a testimony that you can love God supremely.
· Matthew 10:37 (KJV), “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 

Thought #2. The sacrifice of our lives to God demands thought, the deepest and most serious thought possible. 
· 1 Timothy 4:15 (KJV), “Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all.”
 
Thought #3. Obedience, doing exactly what God says is of critical importance. No person is acceptable to God unless he approaches God exactly as God prescribes.
· John 14:6 (KJV), “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 
· 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (KJV), “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

Conclusion: The lesson is, in seeking the LORD’s presence; we must acknowledge His holiness and seek Him exactly as He dictates. There is a right way and a wrong way to approach God, a narrow way and a broad way. And the way to approach God is narrow, not broad. The narrow way is the way dictated by God Himself. 
· Matthew 7:13-14 (KJV), “ Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”
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