Why People Forfeit Their Right to Enter The Promised Land

Numbers 11:1 – 35

The First Tragic Failure: Distrusting God—Complaining and Grumbling, Craving and Lusting
Which of us has never grumbled about something in this life? The root of grumbling is unbelief. Grumbling is an unbelief that robs you of your joy. It is the exact opposite of faith. Faith believes God’s promises to be certain, no matter what difficulties the present may hold. Grumbling completely ignores God’s promises for the future. We assume because we do it so often, grumbling can’t really be so bad. Only rarely is grumbling recognized in its true seriousness.
· Thoughts to consider during the study

· the power of grumbling

· the deadly consequences of grumbling

· God’s true remedy for grumbling. 
1. Complaining and grumbling about the hardship: Not trusting God. (v.1 – 3)

The Israelites were immature believers: unspiritual, unstable, and carnal (fleshly). Their carnal hearts of unbelief took over; and they complained, grumbled, and murmured against God because of the hardships. This was a terrible sin of Israel, and it was a sin that was committed by them time and again. In fact, practically every time they faced a crisis of hardship, they complained and grumbled. 
· They complained and grumbled because they had no food. Exodus 16:2- 3
· They complained and grumbled because they had no water. Exodus 17:3 

· They complained and grumbled because of the trials they were facing throughout their wilderness wanderings: they wished to return to Egypt. Numbers 14:2 - 4
· They complained and grumbled because they became tired of their leaders, tired of Moses' and Aaron's leadership. Numbers 16:3 & 11
· They complained and grumbled because of God's judgment, because God executed justice upon the Israelites who sinned. Numbers 16:41

Complaining and grumbling are signs of distrust, of terrible unbelief in God. When we complain and grumble, we reveal a heart of unbelief and distrust. We reveal that we do not believe God's power and goodness. We do not believe that God is in control, that He will work the situation and hardship out. A heart that trusts God will always pray, asking God to help. The trusting heart never complains nor grumbles against people and situations, especially against fellow believers—certainly not against God nor His servants. Note what Scripture declares about complaining and grumbling.

· Complaining and grumbling are not against the hardships themselves nor against other people but against the Lord Himself. (Exodus 16:8)
·  Complaining and grumbling are often due to a person's lack of faith in God's Word, his refusal to listen to God's voice. (Psalm 106:24 – 25)
· Complaining and grumbling are often due to the foolishness and sin of man. (Pr 19:3 & La 3:39)
· Complaining and grumbling are to have no part in the believer's life. (Phi 2:14)
· Complaining and grumbling will be severely judged by God. (I Co 10:10 & Jude 1:14-16)
2.  The complaining and grumbling were stirred up by certain ringleaders (v. 4)

· Non-Israelite…

· Exodus 12:38 (MSG), “There was also a crowd of riffraff tagging along, not to mention the large flocks and herds of livestock.” 

· Grumbling
· Grumbling typically starts with those who have little or no spiritual insight, those on the edge of the community, is because the root of grumbling is unbelief.
· When we talk to people of faith, we find that strengthens our faith, for we begin to see the world through their eyes. However, when we sit with people caught in unbelief, it is very easy to have our own perspective skewed. We too can start to think more highly than we should of the past and more critically than is accurate of the present.
3.  The complaint focused upon their diet: they had only manna to eat (v. 5 -9) 
· Exodus 16:10 - 26

·  “…this manna…” 

· the original angel food cake, Psalm 78:24 & 25

· Verse 7 (bdellium, a prized substance that was one of the products of the area immediately surrounding the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:12)

4.  The terrible and powerful influence grumbling: it spread rapidly throughout the whole camp. (v. 10 & 11)

· The Grumbling of Moses (v11 – v15) vs (10:29 – 32)
· Grumbling is such a powerfully contagious sin that in the wilderness it even infected Moses. He grumbled about the people, they were an evil and a burden to him (v11). 

5.  Moses questioned & God’s respond (v. 11 – 17)

· In the Hebrew original, in these five verses of complaint Moses refers to himself no fewer than twenty times. Faith looks to God, unbelief turns in on us and our inability. 
Verses 18 – 35 Summary:

Moses gave God’s judgment to the people. The people were to sanctify or consecrate themselves. The people were to know that the Lord was going to give them meat: not just for days, but for a whole month. Moses was shaken and the Lord rebuked Moses. Moses declared the Lord's message to the people, and then he summoned the seventy elders to the Tabernacle. The judgment of God: the complaint of the people was granted. The anger of the Lord was aroused and burned against the people. The people then departed and renewed their march to the Promised Land. But tragically, their hearts were still hard and stubborn, still filled with unbelief and grumbling. This will be seen in the next three chapters, especially, Numbers 14.

a. Craving and lusting after the things of the world gives to the judgment of God against us. (Ro 1:24 & 25; 29 – 32; & Gal 5:19 – 21)
b. The call of God is to a life of separation from the world, separated from the lusts and evil of this world. (Lk 21:34; Ro 12:1 & 2; II Co 6:17 & 18; Eph 5:11; II Tim 2:4; I John 2:15 & 16; Is 52:11)
c. God promises to meet our needs, to give us all the necessities of life. But there is one condition: we must seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. (Mt 6:33; Eph 3:20; Phi 4:19; Ex 23:25; De 30:9; Ps 68:19; 81:16 & 132:15; Is 30:23 & Mal 3:10)
d. Seeking to fulfill the appetites of the flesh is wrong for one clear and fundamental reason: man shall not live by bread alone. (Mt 4:4; I Pt 2:2-3; De 8:3; Job 23:12; Ps 119:103; Je 15:16)
e. The bread that God sent out of heaven is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He is the Bread of Life. A person must eat or partake of Him in order to have his appetites satisfied and fulfilled. Jesus Christ alone can satisfy the hunger of man. (Jo 6:32 – 35 & 48 – 51, & 58)
f. The tragic failure of Israel has been recorded in Scripture for one undeniable purpose: to teach us not to lust after evil things as they lusted. (I Co 10:1 – 11)
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